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PREAMBLE. 


Whereas,  It  bath  been  clearly  shown,  by  experience,  that  asso- 
ciations for  benevolent  purposes,  amongst  those  whose  pursuits  and 
daily  avocations  are  of  kindred  nature,  have  often  been  productive 
of  great  advantage  to  those  concerned  therein,  therefore, 

We,  whose  names  are  affixed  to  the  annexed  Constitution,  engaged 
in  Mercantile  pursuits  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity, 
impelled  by  this  truth,  and  admonished  by  the  precarious  nature  of 
trade,  and  the  great  vicissitudes  and  adversities  to  which  its  votaries 
are  liable,  have  formed  themselves  into  a society,  to  be  styled  the 

Mercantile  Beneficial  Association  of  Philadelphia, 

which  society  shall  have  for  its  objects,  the  promotion  of  friendship 
and  brotherly  affection  amongst  its  members,  the  distribution,  under 
proper  regulations,  of  pecuniary  aid  to  such  of  them  as  may  at  any 
time  stand  in  need  of  it,  the  pleasant  interchange  of  kind  feelings 
and  views  between  the  elder  and  younger  members,  whether  as  mer- 
chants or  clerks,  employers  or  employed,  and  the  incidental  elevation 
of  the  mercantile  character  of  our  City  and  State.  In  view  of  these 
objects,  the  members  agree  to  fulfil  with  honor  and  good  faith,  the 

duties  implied  in  the  following  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  which, 

* 

after  mutual  concert  and  due  deliberation,  have  been  adopted  for 
their  rule  and  government. 


AN  ACT 


TO  INCORPORATE  THE 

MERCANTILE  BENEFICIAL  ASSOCIATION 

OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


The  Mercantile  Beneficial  Association  of  Philadelphia  having  been 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  alleviating  the  condition  of  such  of  its 
indigent  members  as  may  be  suffering  from  sickness  or  want  of  em- 
ployment, or  other  causes,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  common 
welfare  of  the  members  thereof,  and  being  desirous,  as  a means  for 
the  better  accomplishment  of  their  benevolent  objects,  to  be  consti- 
tuted a body  politic  and  corporate. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met , and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same , That  the 
Mercantile  Beneficial  Association  of  Philadelphia  is  hereby  constituten 
a body  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed  and  in  law,  by  the  name,  style, 
and  title  of  the  “Mercantile  Beneficial  Association  of  Philadelphia” 
which  corporation  shall  consist  of  all  persons  who  are  now  members, 
or  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  as  such,  agreeably  to  the  By-Laws  of 
the  said  Association,  and  by  the  said  corporate  name  shall  have 
perpetual  succession,  and  shall  be  for  ever  capable  in  law  to  take, 
hold,  and  sell  real  estate  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  to  mortgage 
and  let  the  same;  and  take  and  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  by  gift, 
grant,  devise,  or  bequest,  or  other  lawful  means,  and  sell  or  dispose 
of  the  same;  to  have  a common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter, 
and  renew  at  pleasure;  to  sue  and  be  sued,  and  generally  to  do  all 
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such  matters  and  things  that  may  be  lawful  and  necessary  for  them 
to  do  for  the  furtherance  of  the  objects  recited  in  the  preamble  to 
this  act. 

Section  2.  The  affairs  of  the  Association  shall  be  conducted  by 
a Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  twenty  members,  who  shall  be 
elected  by  ballot  at  a general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November  of  each  and  every 
year,  (of  which  at  least  sis  days’  notice  shall  be  given  in  three 
newspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,)  and  shall  continue  in  office 
for  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  elected  and 
organized. 

Section  8.  The  members  elected  as  a Board  of  Managers  shall 
meet  on  the  first  Monday  after  their  election,  and  organize  their  board, 
by  electing  by  ballot  a President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary;  but  no 
person  shall  hold  the  office  of  President,  or  Treasurer,  who  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Section  4.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  the  control  of  all 
the  accounts,  monies,  and  property  of  the  Association,  and  may  ap- 
propriate the  funds  thereof  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  to  them 
most  conducive  to  the  interests  and  objects  of  the  Association.  They 
shall  have  full  power  to  make  such  By-Laws  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  effect  the  objects  of  the  Association : Provided , such  By- 
Laws  are  not  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States.  And  provided  further , 
That  the  privileges  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  used  for  banking 
purposes,  nor  shall  the  annual  income  of  said  Association  at  any 
time  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Section  5.  Every  member  shall  pay  annually  to  the  Association 
a sum  of  money  to  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  no  mem- 
ber shall  be  eligible  to  any  office,  or  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any 
election  for  officers,  until  he  shall  have  paid  the  sum  so  fixed  for  the 
year  within  which  such  election  shall  be  held. 

Section  6.  The  Treasurer  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  the  books,  papers,  moneys,  and  ac- 
counts, in  his  possession,  shall  be  at  all  times  subject  to  their  inspec- 
tion and  control.  He  shall  give  security  to  the  Board  of  Managers, 
to  be  approved  by  them,  for  the  faithful  application  of  all  monies  of 
the  Association  that  may  come  into  his  hands. 
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Section  7.  At  every  annual  meeting,  held  in  pursuance  of  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  make  a full 
report  of  the  condition  and  affairs  of  the  Association,  and  of  all  their 
proceedings  during  the  terms  for  which  they  shall  have  held  office. 

Section  8.  The  Board  of  Managers  at  present  in  office,  shall  be 
and  remain  so  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  elected  and  organ- 
ized, as  hereinbefore  provided. 

Section  9.  The  Legislature  reserves  the  right  to  modify,  alter  or 
annul  the  privileges  hereby  granted,  in  such  manner,  however,  as  to 
do  no  injustice  to  the  corporators. 

JAMES  BOSS  SNOWDEN, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

WILLIAM  BIGLER, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty -four. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


Pennsylvania,  ss. 

Secretary's  Office. 

I certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  of  the  ori- 
ginal  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  the  same  remains 
on  file  in  this  office. 
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Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  said  office,  at  Harrisburg,  the  11th 
April,  1844. 


Charles  McClure, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

PRESIDENT. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetings 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  appoint  all  committees  not  appointed  by 
the  Board,  announce  the  result  of  all  votes,  see  that  all  officers  and 
committees  properly  perform  their  duties,  enforce  an  observance  of 
the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and  Rules  of  Order. 

It  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  direct  the  Secretary  to  call  a special 
meeting  upon  application  being  made  in  writing  by  seven  members  of 
the  Board  of  Managers. 

In  his  absence  the  Board  shall  appoint  a President  pro  tem. 
ARTICLE  II. 

SECRETARY. 

The  Secretary,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall 
give  such  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  thereof  as  may  be  deemed 
sufficient  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

He  shall,  in  a book  provided  for  the  purpose,  fairly  and  regularly 
enter  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Association,  with  a register 
of  all  the  names  of  members,  and  carefully  record  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  Association  and  its  Board  of  Managers. 

He  shall  make  out  certificates  of  membership,  bills  for  the  current 
dues  of  members,  attend  to  their  collection,  post  the  same  regularly, 
and  pay  all  moneys  in  his  hands  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor. 
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He  shall  summon  the  Board  of  Managers  as  may  be  directed,  keep 
an  account  of  the  distribution  of  all  moneys,  notify  all  committees  of 
their  appointment  through  their  chairman,  and  shall  transmit  to 
him  any  documents  relative  thereto,  within  two  days  after  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee,  and  incorporate  the  reports  of  the  Trea- 
surer and  all  committees  in  the  minutes. 

He  shall  keep  a record  of  deaths  of  members  of  which  he  may 
receive  information,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Board  monthly,  and 
present  to  their  stated  meetings  a detailed  report  of  his  proceedings, 
and  also  a full  and  particular  account  of  the  operations  of  the  Asso- 
ciation during  the  year  in  time  to  be  incorporated  in  the  annual 
report,  as  provided  for  in  the  charter,  and  do  all  the  writing  and 
other  business  which  the  Board  may  require. 

He  shall  receive  a salary  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  paya- 
ble quarterly;  seven  and  one  half  per  cent,  for  collecting  dues,  and 
five  per  cent,  for  interest  moneys. 

On  retiring  from  office  he  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  all  books, 
papers,  moneys,  vouchers,  &c.,  which  may  be  in  his  custody. 

ARTICLE  III. 

TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  give 
security  in  such  sum  as  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  deem  sufficient, 
for  the  faithful  custody  of  all  such  deeds,  mortgages,  ground  rents, 
moneys,  and  monied  obligations,  as  may  come  into  his  care  by  virtue 
of  his  office. 

He  shall  receive  and  receipt  for  all  moneys  that  may  come  into 
his  possession,  through  the  Secretary  or  otherwise,  pay  all  drafts  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  Relief  or  other  committees,  authorized  to 
draw  from  the  funds  of  the  Association;  report  the  state  of  the  trea- 
sury to  the  Board  at  every  stated  meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting 
when  the  Board  may  require,  and  furnish  a statement  to  be  presented 
to  the  members  of  the  Association  at  their  annual  meeting. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  official  career,  he  shall  hand  over  the  books, 
papers,  and  funds  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  Association,  to  his 
successor  in  office. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 

Section  1. — The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  once  in  every 
month,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  appoint. 

Section  2. — Special  meetings  of  the  Board  may  be  held  at  the  call 
of  seven  members,  which  number  shall  at  all  times  constitute  a 
quorum. 

Section  3, — Two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  any  meeting 
shall  have  the  power  to  declare  the  place  of  any  member  of  their 
body  vacant,  who  shall  have  absented  himself  from  his  duties  for 
three  consecutive  months,  upon  notice  being  given  one  month  pre- 
vious to  action  thereon. 

Section  4. — A majority  of  the  Board  shall  have  the  power  to  fill 
any  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  their  body ; all  nominations  to  be 
made  at  least  one  month  previous  to  the  election. 

Section  5. — They  shall  be  empowered  to  apply  the  funds  of  the 
Association  to  the  relief  of  those  members  who  have  been  regular 
contributors  for  two  years,  and  otherwise  fulfil  the  requirements  of 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  who  are  in  any  way  disabled  from 
pursuing  their  respective  avocations,  and  shall  have  discretionary 
power  to  extend  relief  to  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  mem- 
bers. 

Section  6. — No  committee  except  the  Relief  Committee,  and  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  provided  for  in  Article  Y,  shall 
be  authorized  to  contract  bills,  or  make  appropriations  until  authority 
has  been  given  them  by  the  Board. 

Section  7. — They  may  appoint  such  Counsellors  at  Law,  and 
Physicians  (not  exceeding  three  of  each  profession,)  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

Section  8. — They  shall  present  a full  report  of  their  proceedings, 
and  the  state  of  the  Association,  at  each  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  V, 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  shall  be  appointed  or  elected, 
who  may  adopt  such  regulations  for  their  government  as  may  (beitig 
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in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  the  Board  of  Managers)  fully  and  effectually  carry 
out  the  objects  of  their  appointment. 

lsi. — Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  five.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to 
devise  and  report  to  the  Board  at  its  stated  meetings,  such  measures 
as  they  may  think  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  the  prosperity 
and  interests  of  the  Association,  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  objects 
and  intentions  recited  in  the  Preamble  and  Charter  thereof. 

They  shall  examine  all  bills  against  the  Association,  previous  to 
appropriations  being  made  therefor,  and  sign  all  orders  upon  the 
Treasurer,  except  those  of  the  Belief  Committee. 

They  shall  have  power  to  order  the  payment  of  any  bill  or  bills 
authorized  by  the  Board,  which  they  know  to  be  correct,  previous 
to  the  action  of  the  Board  thereon. 

They  shall  ascertain  from  time  to  time  the  indebtedness  of  the 
members,  the  proper  payment  of  all  moneys  due  to  and  from  the  As- 
sociation, and  for  the  proper  discharge  of  these  duties,  shall  have 
access  at  all  times  to  the  books  and  papers  relating  thereto  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

They  shall  from  time  to  time  invest  such  amount  of  the  unappro- 
priated funds  in  the  Treasury,  as  the  Board  may  direct. 

‘Id. — Relief  Committee. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  five,  and  shall  be  elected  by  the 
Board  of  Managers  on  the  evening  of  their  organization,  and  shall 
hold  their  office  until  their  successors  are  chosen.  The  name  recei- 
ving the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  act  as  Chairman ; when  two 
or  more  receive  the  same  number  of  votes,  he  shall  be  elected  by  the 
committee.  All  vacancies  that  occur  in  this  committee  shall  be  filled 
by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

It  shall  be  their  duty  to  receive  and  examine  all  applications  for 
relief,  and  when  they  believe  the  object  worthy  and  eligible,  they 
shall  extend  such  aid  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may,  in  their 
judgment  require,  provided  that  no  applicant  shall  receive  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars  within  any  period  of  twelve  months , without 
special  action  of  the  Board. 
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They  shall  report  the  result  of  their  operations  at  every  meeting 
of  the  Board ; if  it  should  then  he  deemed  conducive  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Association,  they  shall  present  all  the  attendant  circumstances, 
withholding  the  name  of  the  applicant,  unless  called  for  by  a vote. 

A majority  of  the  committee  shall  have  power  to  act,  and  their 
orders  on  the  Treasurer  shall  be  signed  by  said  majority,  including 
the  chairman,  or  in  his  absence,  the  chairman  pro  tern. 

8 d. — Committee  on  Membership. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  three.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to 
receive  and  examine  into  the  eligibility  of  all  applicants  for  member- 
ship, and  report  the  same  to  the  first  stated  meeting  of  the  Board, 
when  if  no  objections  be  made,  they  shall  be  ballotted  for. 

4 ill. — Registry  Committee. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  three,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
receive  and  examine  all  applications  for  employment,  and  shall  exert 
themselves  to  further  the  views  of  the  applicant.  The  name  of  the 
applicant,  and  all  the  attendant  circumstances,  shall  be  held  strictly 
confidential.  Respectable  minors,  not  members  of  the  Association, 
may  have  their  names  recorded  in  the  books  of  Registry,  upon  appli- 
cation to  this  Committee. 

hth. — Room  Committee. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  two.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to 
take  charge  of  the  meeting  room  of  the  Association  and  the  property 
therein ; to  see  that  it  be  kept  in  proper  order,  and  sub-let  the  same 
when  not  required  for  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  they  shall 
also  attend  to  the  collecting  of  rents,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Trea- 
surer. 

6th. — Auditing  Committee. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  two,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
inspect  the  accounts  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  just  previous  to 
the  annual  meeting,  and  report  the  result  of  their  investigations  to 
the  Board  of  Managers  in  time  for  their  action  previous  to  said 
meeting. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Section  1. — All  committees  shall  report  at  each  stated  meeting  of 
the  Board  and  no  committee  shall  be  discharged  until  all  bills  incurred 
by  it  shall  have  been  paid. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

VACANCIES  IN  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  any  stand- 
ing or  special  committee,  and  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  the 
power  to  remove  any  member  of  said  committees  at  their  pleasure. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Section  1. — The  first  named  on  a committee  shall  act  as  Chairman 
thereof  until  another  shall  have  been  chosen,  and  all  reports  of  special 
committees  must  be  signed  by  a majority,  unless  it  be  a minority 
report.  Reports  of  standing  committees  may  be  signed  by  the 
chairman  only. 

Section  2.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chairman  of  all  committees 
to  call  meetings  and  notify  the  members  of  the  time  and  place  of 
assembling. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

FINES. 

Section  1. — Members  of  committees  not  reporting  may  be  fined 
an  amount  not  exceeding  25  cents. 

Section  2. — Any  member  absent  from  roll  call,  shall  be  fined  12 i 
cents;  if  absent  from  the  meeting,  shall  be  fined  25  cents,  unless 
excused  on  account  of  sickness  or  absence  from  the  city. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  1.— -The  entrance  fee  to  this  Association  shall  be  one 
dollar,  payable  in  advance. 

Section  2. — Each  member  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of 
three  dollars  per  annum. 

Section  3. — -Any  member  paying  twenty-five  dollars,  shall  be  (un- 
less expelled)  a member  for  life. 

Section  4. — Any  male  resident  of  Philadelphia,  who  shall  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  desirous  of  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  this  Association,  after  giving  satisfactory  evidence  of  being 
at  the  time  of  application,  and  of  having  been  for  one  year  previous, 
employed  in  a mercantile  business,  may  be  proposed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Membership,  who  shall  investigate  his  eligibility,  and 
report  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Board ; if  he  then  receive 
two-thirds  of  the  votes  of  the  members  present,  pay  the  entrance 
fee,  and  sign  the  Constitution,  he  shall  become  a member  of  the 
Association. 

Section  5. — When  a person  is  proposed  for  membership,  his 
place  of  business  or  residence  and  vocation  shall  be  stated  and  a 
reference  as  to  eligibility  given,  upon  whom  the  Committee  on 
Membership  shall  call. 

Section  6. — Any  member  desiring  to  resign  shall  signify  his  wish 
in  writing,  addressed  to  the  Board,  and  pay  all  dues,  those  of  the 
current  year  inclusive. 

Section  7. — If  it  shall  be  found  before  the  Board  that  any 
member  of  the  Association  be  guilty  of  disgraceful  conduct,  or  that 
he  follows  any  unlawful  occupation  as  a means  of  livelihood,  he  may 
be  (by  a majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  Board  present  at  a stated 
meeting)  expelled  from  the  Association. 

Section  8. — Any  member  of  the  Association  in  arrears  to  the 
amount  of  two  years’  contributions,  or  who  refuses  to  pay  his  con- 
tributions, shall  not  be  entitled  to  demand  benefits,  and  may  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  Association. 

Section  9.  When  a charge  shall  have  been  made  against  any  mem- 
ber, and  a motion  to  expel  be  made,  such  motion  shall  lie  over  till 
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the  next  stated  meeting,  when  action  may  be  taken  upon  it;  notice 
shall  at  once  be  given  by  the  Secretary  to  the  member  against  whom 
the  charge  is  made,  of  the  existence  of  the  same. 

Section  10.  At  the  request  of  thirty  members  of  the  Association, 
a special  meeting  shall  be  called  by  the  Secretary,  notice  of  which 
shall  be  given  three  days  previously  in  at  least  three  of  the  daily 
newspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Section  11.  Forty  members  of  the  Association  assembled  at  a spe- 
cial meeting  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

CHANGE  OF  BY-LAWS. 

No  alteration  or  amendment  shall  be  made  in  these  By-Laws  unless 
the  same  shall  have  been  proposed  at  a stated  meeting  of  the  Board, 
one  month  previous  to  action  being  taken. 


RULES  OE  ORDER. 


Article  I. 

The  order  of  business  at  each  stated  meeting  shall  be  as  follows : 

1.  To  call  the  roll. 

2.  To  read  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting. 

3.  To  read  the  Treasurer’s  report. 

4.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

5.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Relief  Committee. 

6.  To  read  the  report  of  Committee  on  Membership. 

7.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Registry  Committee. 

8.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Room  Committee. 

9.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  when  made. 

10.  To  read  the  reports  of  the  Special  Committees. 
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11.  To  ballot  for  newly  proposed  members. 

12.  To  take  up  unfinished  business. 

13.  To  read  bills  for  expenses  incurred. 

14.  To  collect  fines. 

15.  To  take  up  new  business. 

Article  II. 

Any  member  having  a motion  to  offer  shall  address  the  chair,  and 
shall  not  be  interrupted,  unless  by  a call  to  order,  an  inquiry,  or  an 
explanation. 

Article  III. 

All  motions  must  be  seconded,  and,  when  required,  reduced  to 
writing;  if  in  order,  they  shall  be  stated  to  the  Board  by  the  Presi- 
dent, after  which  any  member  of  the  Board  may  speak  upon  them. 

Article  IV. 

No  question  can  be  withdrawn  after  having  been  stated  to  the 
Board,  except  permission  be  granted  by  a majority  present. 

Article  V. 

Section  1.  When  a question  is  before  the  Board,  no  motion  shall 
be  received,  except  to  adjourn,  for  the  previous  question,  to  lay  on 
the  table,  to  postpone,  to  divide,  to  commit,  or  to  amend. 

Section  2.  When  a question  shall  have  been  postponed,  referred 
to  a committee,  or  laid  on  the  table,  it  cannot  be  again  brought  for- 
ward on  the  same  evening,  excepting  by  a vote  of  reconsideration, 
which  must  be  sustained  by  a majority  of  two-thirds  present. 

Section  3.  A motion  for  reconsideration  must  be  made  and  se- 
conded by  members  who  voted  with  the  majority  in  the  first  instance. 

Article  VI. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  one  question 
without  permission  from  the  chair,  and  all  debate  must  be  confined 
to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Article  VII. 

When  a motion  is  made  and  seconded,  the  President  shall  state 
the  question  to  the  Board  in  due  form,  and  before  putting  it  to  vote, 
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lie  shall  ask,  is  the  Board  ready  for  the  question,  after  which,  if  no 
member  rises  to  speak,  it  may  immediately  be  put. 

Article  VIII. 

The  President  shall  decide  all  rules  of  order,  and  the  result  of  all 
votes,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Board,  a majority  of  whom  may 
reverse  his  decision. 


Article  IX. 

All  questions  shall  be  decided  by  a majority  of  the  Board,  and 
all  members  not  voting  upon  a question  shall  be  considered  as  voting 
in  the  affirmative. 


Article  X. 

Any  member  of  the  Bosrd  addressing  the  chair,  either  by  motion 
or  otherwise,  must  rise. 

Article  XI. 

A motion  to  adjourn,  amend,  divide,  commit,  or  postpone,  shall 
always  be  in  order,  unless  a member  is  addressing  the  chair  at  the 
time  said  motion  is  made. 


Article  XII. 

When  a question  of  order  arises  in  consequence  of  a member  hav- 
ing been  declared  out  of  order  by  the  President,  and  an  appeal  taken 
from  his  decision,  he  (the  member)  shall  take  his  seat  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  decided. 
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AWT  A!.  REPORT. 


The  time  Pas  again  come  round  when  it  becomes  the  duty  of  those 
to  whom  you  have  entrusted  the  interests  of  your  Association,  to 
make  their  report.  In  looking  back  upon  the  past,  we  think  we  can 
trace  from  the  first  organization  of  the  Society,  to  the  present  day, 
not  only  the  usefulness  of  its  design,  but  the  good  results  of  its  or- 
ganization and  its  management.  Experience  can  best  proclaim  its 
benefits.  The  amount  of  relief  which  has  been  bestowed  — the  suf- 
ferings which  have  been  mitigated — The  prospects  which  have  been 
brightened,  are  all  better  evidences  of  its  worth,  than  any  declara- 
tions which  can  be  made  by  your  managers  on  this  occasion.  The 
seed  that  you  planted  eleven  years  ago,  has  grown  into  a wide  spread- 
ing tree,  diffusing  its  protection  and  its  fruit  to  all  who  are  gathered 
beneath  its  branches,  and  it  certainly  rests  alone  with  you  to  say, 
whether  the  rich  promise  of  the  past,  shall  continue  to  be  realized 
in  the  future. 

We  are  all  aware  there  is  no  one  exempt  from  the  vicissitudes  of 
life.  There  are  few  persons  in  the  world,  the  sunshine  of  whose 
earthly  pilgrimage,  is  not,  at  times,  obscured  and  darkened  by  sha- 
dows. All  are  liable  to  sickness  — all  subject  to  misfortune,  and 
surely  an  institution  that  offers  to  the  unfortunate  and  distressed  a 
right  to  relief,  and  saves  him,  (in  a measure,  at  least,)  from  the  cold 
charities  of  the  world,  deserves,  and  should  liberally  receive,  the 
warm  encouragement  and  approbation  of  every  reflecting  mind.  The 
life  of  a merchant,  we  need  not  say  to  you,  is  one  of  incessant  trial, 
and  the  chances  and  changes  of  commercial  trade,  always  marked  by 
great  uncertainty.  One  year,  the  flood  of  success  rolls  steadily  to  his 
feet, — the  next,  perhaps,  all  the  calculations  even  of  good  manage- 
ment and  prudence  fail  in  their  promise.  Every  one  may  bring  to 
their  business,  integrity,  enterprise  and  economy,  but  even  these, 
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sterling  qualities  as  they  are,  will  not  always  secure  him  from  those 
revolutions  of  fortune  to  which  all  are  subject,  and  which  none  can 
entirely  control. 

Is  there  not  great  inducement  presented  to  us  all,  to  still  further 
increase  our  efforts  in  building  up  an  institution  that  contemplates 
so  much  good  to  those  engaged  in  the  precarious  business  of  a mer- 
chant,— that  is  not  only  beneficial  in  its  constitution,  but  has  for  its 
object  the  elevation  of  the  mercantile  character  of  our  city.  The 
small  amount  yearly  contributed,  will  scarcely  be  missed  from  the 
income  of  the  Employer,  or  the  salary  of  the  Clerk,  and  at  the  same 
time  it  will  guarantee  to  each  and  every  member  of  the  Association, 
relief  when  most  needed,  not  as  a charity  received,  but  as  a claim 
to  which  he  has  already  purchased  a title. 

Worthy,  however,  as  a society  may  be,  every  day’s  experience 
teaches  us  the  important  lesson,  it  will  not  sustain  itself,  if  neglected 
by  its  members,  and  just  in  proportion  as  those  members  are  active, 
and  show  au  interest  in  its  welfare,  so  will  its  prosperity  and  usefulness 
be  insured.  We  would  urge,  then,  all  who  have  the  success  of  this 
philanthropic  institution  at  heart,  to  redouble  their  energies  to  per- 
petuate and  extend  its  beneficial  influence. 

Among  the  subjects  which  foremost  claim  a special  notice  from 
your  Board,  are  the  operations  and  effects  of  the  Relief  Committee. 
This  is  certainly  the  most  distinguishing  and  prominent  feature  of 
the  Association.  It  is  the  medium  by  which  the  principal  object  of 
this  noble  enterprise  is  made  to  effect  its  great  purpose  — that  of  dis- 
tributing pecuniary  aid  at  such  times  as  their  necessities  may  require 
it  — of  promoting  friendship  and  brotherly  affection  among  the  mem- 
bers,— the  social  interchange  of  sympathy,  and  the  advancement  of 
the  general  welfare  of  all  associated  with  us.  This  committee  have 
had  five  applications  for  relief,  and  have  appropriated  thereto  four 
hundred  aud  fifty  dollars,  during  the  past  year.  This  sum  may  ap- 
pear small,  and  is  so,  compared  with  the  means  and  ability  of  our 
Association,  and  some  might  feel  disposed  to  estimate  the  usefulness 
of  the  Society  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  money  annually  ex- 
pended by  the  Belief  Committee;  yet  surely  none  can  regret,  but  all 
must  rejoice,  at  this  evidence  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  so  large 
a majority  of  our  members.  Although  the  number  of  applications 
for  relief  has  thus  far  been  comparatively  small,  it  is  a great  and 
gloriouB  consolation  to  know  that  the  wants  of  eaoh  and  every  one 


were  promptly  and  effectually  relieved.  We  think  there  is  also 
cause  for  gratification  to  each  member  of  the  Society  to  feel,  that  by 
his  individual  subscription  he  has  contributed  to  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  those  who  thus  received  aid  in  their  time  of  need.  Let 
us  then  “ be  patient  in  well  doing.”  Let  us  continue  our  annual 
subscriptions  willingly,  and  by  every  needful  effort  give  our  counte- 
nance, encouragement  and  support  to  the  advancement  of  our  Asso- 
ciation, with  the  full  assurance  that  it  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  it. 
Let  us  go  on  quietly  and  without  ostentation,  as  we  have  ever  done, 
in  our  good  work,  dispensing  aid  to  the  small  number  who  may  now 
require  it,  and  gradually  accumulate  a fund  for  the  future  that  will 
place  our  Society  in  a position  to  meet  those  large  demands,  when 
the  crisis  of  a revolution  in  the  commercial  world  shall  come,  in  its 
blighting  visitation,  and  scatter  sorrow  and  general  distress  in  its  path. 
There  are  many  of  our  members,  at  present  living  in  the  bright 
sunshine  of  prosperity,  with  every  desire  gratified  that  man  can  want, 
who  scarcely  dream  that  they  might  ever  become  the  recipients  of 
our  beneficence,  and  yet  on  the  pages  of  our  youthful  history,  we  can 
read  of  one,  who  though  an  applicant  for  relief,  had,  whilst  contribu- 
ting to  the  fund  of  this  Society  in  former  years,  enjoyed  all  the 
pleasures  and  the  luxuries  that  wealth  could  purchase. 

The  Relief  Committee  is  bound  to  perform  its  duties  in  the  strictest 
confidence,  religiously  withholding  every  circumstance  that  may  lead 
to  the  exposure  of  the  name  of  the  applicant.  They  have,  however, 
expressed  to  your  Board,  much  satisfaction  with  the  results  of  the 
past  year’s  benefits,  which,  though  few  in  number,  have  nevertheless 
been  very  gratifying,  because  of  the  worthy  character  of  those  on 
whom  your  succor  was  bestowed,  and  the  manifest  relief  and  com- 
fort that  have  been  afforded. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  mention  was  made  of  a member  of  our 
Society,  who  had  become,  what  was  at  that  time  feared,  a confirmed 
lunatic,  and  who  had  found  a home,  by  the  assistance  of  this  Associ- 
ation, in  an  asylum  founded  for  that  class  of  our  unfortunate  fellow- 
citizens.  He  has  since  then  been  discharged,  much  improved  in 
health,  although  his  mental  faculties  not  entirely  recovered.  The 
Association  again  stepped  forward,  and  provided  him  with  a comfor- 
table home  in  the  country,  where,  it  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  and 
believed,  his  reason  may  be  permanently  restored.  This  case  is  a 
peculiarly  interesting  one,  inasmuch  as,  his  aged  father  having  recently 
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deceased,  his  widowed  mother  might  ere  long  be  enabled  to  lean  for 
support  upon  the  arm  of  her  restored  son,  and  instead  of  a helpless 
lunatic  requiring  a parent’s  anxious  watchfulness  and  care,  feel  that 
she  has  one  to  whom  she  can  look  for  counsel  and  protection  in 
her  declining  years. 

There  was  a family  of  three  members,  whose  respective  incomes 
were  so  limited  as  to  oblige  them  to  unite  their  labors,  and  deposit 
its  proceeds  in  one  common  purse,  to  enable  them  to  provide  for  the 
necessaries  of  life  and  the  comforts  of  a home.  But  death  stole  its 
march  into  their  little  circle,  and  took  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
two  of  the  number  from  their  group.  The  desolate  and  stricken 
one,  in  his  distress  and  need,  applied  to  where  he  had  a rightful 
claim  for  pecuniary  aid,  and  though  the  applicant  was  a total  stranger 
to  your  committee,  prompt  and  liberal  assistance  was  ministered 
unto  him,  accompanied  by  the  warm  assurances  of  brotherly  interest 
and  sympathy  for  the  sufferer. 

Two  instances  occurred  where  members  had  the  misfortune  of  being 
afflicted  with  prolonged  sickness,  which  reduced  their  means  so  low 
as  to  produce  pecuniary  embarrassment,  and  cause  them  to  apply  for 
relief  in  their  painful  situation.  An  amount  all-sufficient  for  their 
purposes  was  handed  them  at  once,  cheering  their  hearts,  and  direct- 
ing them  to  look  forward  with  bright  hopes  to  the  day  when  the  loan 
could  be  returned,  again  to  be  re-invested  in  a like  noble  cause. 

Instances  of  this  nature  might  be  multiplied  in  demonstration  of 
some  of  the  fruits  growing  out  of  the  operations  of  our  Association, 
but  your  Board  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  take  up  your  time 
in  their  enumeration. 

An  effort  was  made  early  in  the  present  year  to  render  the  Regis - 
try  department  of  the  Association  more  efficient.  A special  com- 
mittee was  appointed  from  the  Board  of  Managers  to  take  the  matter 
in  charge,  who,  after  much  deliberation  and  conference,  reported 
regulations  similar  to  those  governing  the  Belief  Committee.  Under 
these  rules,  the  name  and  business  of  the  applicant  is  known  only  to 
the  Kegistry  Committee,  consisting  of  five  members  of  the  Board. 
The  Merchant  wanting  a Clerk,  or  the  Clerk  requiring  employment, 
makes  application  to  any  member  of  this  committee,  when  the  name 
of  the  person  applying,  and  the  nature  of  his  application,  are  entered 
in  a book  accessible  only  to  the  committee,  and  the  strictest  secresy 
observed.  This  plan  at  first  seemed  to  promise  much  of  the  good 
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designed,  for  in  tlie  first  month  of  its  trial,  three  applications  for 
clerks,  and  two  for  situations  were  made;  thus  proving  that  this 
department  could  he  made  valuable,  if  the  attention  and  the  efforts 
of  the  members  of  the  Association  were  properly  applied.  But  in  a 
short  time,  the  interest  which  was  so  happily  manifested,  appeared 
to  subside,  and  very  little  subsequent  benefit  was  effected,  and  it  is 
a self-evident  fact,  if  supineness  and  indifference  are  allowed  to  prevail 
amongst  the  members  in  regard  to  this  matter,  very  little  actual  good 
can  be  expected  to  result  from  the  efforts  and  energy  of  this  com- 
mittee. Any  plan  will  require  the  co-operation  of  the  members  gene- 
rally, and  with  this,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  much  usefulness  will 
be  made  to  result.  Any  practical  suggestions,  therefore,  to  further 
this  purpose,  are  most  earnestly  solicited,  and  will  meet  with  prompt 
and  hearty  consideration. 

Tour  Board  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  Committee  on 
Certificate  have  finished  their  labors,  and  have  had  prepared  a suitable 
“Certificate  of  Membership’'  for  our  Association,  and  submit,  with 
feelings  of  pride  and  satisfaction,  an  admirable  specimen  for  your 
inspection.  They  cannot  but  flatter  themselves  with  the  belief,  that 
it  will  meet  with  your  cordial  approval,  as  it  is  a work  of  art  of  supe- 
rior merit,  both  in  regard  to  the  design,  by  Croome,  and  the  engraving, 
by  Tucker, — both  artists  of  the  very  brightest  standing.  The  plate 
can  be  used  for  many  thousand  impressions,  all  of  which,  will  be 
equal  to  the  one  now  exhibited.  In  a few  weeks  a copy,  completed 
in  this  chaste  and  beautiful  style,  will  be  presented  to  each  member 
of  the  Association. 

Your  Board  have  the  gratifying  fact  to  notice  of  the  acquisition 
of  thirty-four  members  since  their  last  report,  making  an  aggregate 
of  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  contributing  and  life  members,  and 
they  trust  that  the  coming  year  may  witness  an  augmentation  of  the 
number  still  more  flattering  and  encouraging.  Ten  members  have 
resigned  and  two  deceased  within  the  year. 

A satisfactory  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Association,  will  be 
presented  in  the  accompanying  Treasurer’s  Report,  by  which  it  will 
be  seen,  that  the  receipts  for  dues,  interest  on  ground  rents,  &c.  for 
the  year,  amount  to  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars,  ninety- 
four  cents,  which,  with  the  sum  on  hand  from  last  year,  and  moneys 
permanently  invested,  is  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents , showing  an  increase  over  the  amount 


as  per  last  report,  of  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  twenty-three 

cents. 

In  order  to  diminish  the  rent  for  our  room  as  much  as  possible, 
your  Board  have  re-rented  the  same  for  all  evenings  not  required  for 
the  purposes  of  our  own  meetings,  to  different  respectable  societies 
and  individuals,  and  the  income  derived  from  this  source  has  reduced 
this  item  of  expense  about  one-third. 

The  subject  of  establishing  an  “ Asylum  for  Decayed  Merchants,” 
was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  Association,  and  has  received  that  due  consideration  at  their 
hands  which  its  great  importance  demands. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  among  the  many  benevolent  institu- 
tions of  Philadelphia,  an  asylum  for  respectable  old  men  is  wanting. 
The  Widows’  Asylum  of  our  city  is  one  of  its  noblest  charities,  and 
many  an  aged  female  of  respectable  birth,  association  and  education, 
there  finds,  in  the  days  of  adversity,  a home  of  the  most  comfortable 
kind,  and  is  thus  preserved  from  the  almshouse  or  the  cold  charities 
of  strangers.  An  aged  man  is  still  more  helpless  than  an  aged  woman. 
The  domestic  in-door  employments  of  females  enable  them,  even  at 
an  advanced  age,  to  make  themselves  useful  in  a household,  when 
an  old  man  cannot  be  of  the  least  use;  and  a more  pitiable  sight 
than  a weak,  poor  old  man,  cannot  well  be  imagined.  Those  who 
have  lived  in  affluence  in  earlier  days,  and  whose  associations  led 
them  into  good  society,  feel  more  than  any  other  class  the  loss  of 
friends,  fortune  and  home,  and  upon  none  does  this  terrible  depriva- 
tion fall  with  more  stunning  force  than  upon  the  mercantile  class. 
True,  there  are  not  many  so  entirely  destitute  of  means,  or  bereft  of 
kindred  and  friends  that  they  are  obliged  to  lean  upon  the  public  or 
strangers;  still  there  have  been,  are  now,  and  in  the  ever  changing 
concerns  of  life,  will  be  just  such  cases,  and  to  meet  these,  an  asy- 
lum for  decayed  merchants  is  proposed.  It  is  believed,  — and  who 
that  knows  Philadelphia  will  doubt  it?  — that  by  a proper  appeal  to 
the  good  feelings  of  the  mercantile  community,  a sufficient  sum  could 
be  collected  for  such  an  object,  and  no  present  association  seems 
so  suitable  a one  to  commence  such  a project  and  carry  it  out  to 
successful  execution  as  the  Mercantile  Beneficial  Association.  And 
there  can  be  no  question  that,  if  once  started,  such  an  enterprise 
■would  receive  the  contributions  and  legacies  of  the  benevolent,  and 
its  power  to  dispense  good  made  perpetual.  No  very  large  sum 
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would  be  needed  to  endow  it.  The  inmates  would  be  comparatively 
few,  and  confined  strictly  to  “decayed  merchants ” of  unblemished 
reputation,  and  therefore  appeals  for  contributions  should  be  made 
to  the  mercantile  community  only.  In  such  a home,  which  the  future 
occupants  should  regard  as  such,  and  not  as  a charity,  the  once  pro- 
sperous merchant, — perhaps  the  one  who  in  days  of  prosperity  con- 
tributed liberally  towards  its  establishment,  — should  find  for  his 
later  and  unhappier  years  all  the  comforts,  if  not  the  elegancies  of 
former  days.  Books,  periodicals,  music,  the  fine  arts,  friends,  all 
should  combine  to  make  him  happy  and  obliterate  the  bitter  recol- 
lections of  previous  affluence  and  present  poverty.  Dressed  like  a 
gentleman  and  not  as  a pauper,  he  would  visit  and  linger  among  the 
scenes  of  former  usefulness,  and  seek  out  and  enjoy  the  occasional 
society  of  old  associates,  and  be  spared  the  bitter  mortification  of 
meeting  with  any  “too  poor  to  do  him  reverence.” 

That  such  an  institution  is  desirable,  none  will  deny  ! That  it  is 
feasible,  who  can  doubt?  Let  then  the  Mercantile  Beneficial  Asso- 
ciation commence  the  good  work,  and  by  the  blessings  of  heaven  it 
will  be  successful. 

As  to  the  mode  of  collecting  funds,  and  the  particulars  of  found- 
ing and  carrying  out  such  a project  successfully,  your  Board  are  not 
prepared  to  speak.  These,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  will  readily  sug- 
gest themselves  to  the  members  of  the  Association. 

The  Board  of  Managers  cannot  close  the  duties  of  their  term  with- 
out expressing  their  acknowledgment  to  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  and  offer  to  those  who 
may  succeed  them  in  office  the  best  wishes  of  success  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  a society  so  worthy  of  support. 


32 


